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CLAIMS 

What is claimed is: 

1 . A system for determining the availability of mobile assets comprising: 

a plurality of mobile asset sources for providing the mobile assets that 
5 may be made available and are of one or more types, each mobile asset 

comprises a location detector for providing position data, at least one mobile 
asset sensor for detecting a parameter relating to the availability of the mobile 
asset and wireless communication mechanism for transmitting data relating to 
the availability of the mobile asset; and 
10 a data center for providing the availability status of the mobile assets, 

wherein, the data center comprises a receiver for receiving the mobile 
asset availability data from the mobile assets and a processor programmed for 
determining the type of each mobile asset, processing availability data, and 
using the data to determine the availability of each mobile asset. 

15 2. The system of claim 1 wherein the processor develops a record of asset status 
and availability information of each mobile asset and uses the record and the 
data to determine the availability of each mobile asset. 

3. The system of claim 1 wherein the at least one mobile asset sensor detects a 
parameter relating to the status of the mobile asset. 

20 4. The system of claim 1 wherein the parameter relating to the availability includes 
mobile asset motion, mobile asset loaded/unloaded status, mobile asset door 
activity, mobile asset security data, mobile asset location, mobile asset mileage, 
mobile asset fuel level and tire status. 
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5. The system of claim 1 wherein the availability data is determined based on the 
type of each mobile asset. 

6. The system of claim 1 wherein the plurality of mobile asset sources include 
trucking rental companies. 

5 7. The system of claim 1 wherein the plurality of mobile asset sources further 

include trucking companies that make available mobile assets on a rental basis. 

8. The system of claim 1 wherein the wireless communication mechanism 
O provides two way text messaging between a user and a mobile asset driver. 

j : 
5™ a 

13 1 

10 9. The system of claim 1 wherein the data center has a server system having a 

network connection to a user computer for providing information relating to the 
IJ1 availability of the mobile assets. 

n 

j: ! v 10. The system of claim 1 further comprising at least one asset monitoring sensor 

^1 connected to the data center for providing data relating to the availability of the 

CI 

15 mobile assets. 

1 1 . The system of claim 10 wherein the at least one asset monitoring sensor is 
located at a mobile asset garage and detects mobile assets. 

12. The system of claim 1 further comprising a manual input communication link 
connected to the data center for receiving manual input of data relating to the 

20 availability of the mobile assets. 

13. The system of claim 12 wherein the manual input of the data includes the type 
of a mobile asset. 
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14. A system for exchanging mobile assets determined to be available comprising: 

a plurality of mobile asset sources for providing the mobile assets that 
may be made available and are of one or more types; 

a processor programmed for determining the availability of each mobile 
5 asset, and receiving and processing requests for available mobile assets; and 

a plurality of user computers for providing user access to information 
relating to the availability of the mobile assets and user interface to request one 
or more mobile assets that are determined to be available. 

15. The system of claim 14 wherein the plurality of mobile asset sources include 
10 trucking rental companies. 

ill 16. The system of claim 14 wherein the plurality of mobile asset sources further 

]2 include trucking companies that make available mobile assets on a rental basis. 

5 

s s ; 

P 17. The system of claim 14 wherein the processor is a server system having a 

network connection to the plurality of user computers for providing information 
1 5 relating to the availability of the mobile assets. 

18. The system of claim 17 wherein the server system receives and processes 
requests for available mobile assets. 

19. The system of claim 14 wherein the processor develops and stores a record of 
asset status and availability information of each mobile asset in a memory. 

20 20. The system of claim 14 wherein the plurality of user computers further provide 
user access to information relating to the status of authorized mobile assets. 
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2 1 . The system of claim 20 wherein the authorized mobile assets include mobile 
assets that are owned, leased or rented by a user. 

22. The system of claim 14 wherein the plurality of user computers are used to 
request availability of a subset of available mobile assets from the plurality of 

5 mobile asset sources. 

23. The system of claim 14 wherein one of the plurality of user computers is used 
by one of the plurality of mobile asset sources to make a mobile asset available. 

24. A system for exchanging mobile assets determined to be made available 
Mf comprising: 

ill 10 a plurality of mobile asset sources for providing the mobile assets that 

■i! may be made available and are of one or more types; 

Ul a data center for providing the availability of the mobile assets; 

O an intermediary business entity having a communication link to the data 

^ j center for providing a network of users and the plurality of mobile asset sources 

2f 1 5 to efficiently manage the mobile assets that are made available by using the 

H availability information from the data center; and 

a plurality of user computers having a communication link to the 

intermediary business entity for providing user interface to request one or more 

mobile assets that are determined to be available. 

20 25 . The system of claim 24 wherein the intermediary business entity forms 

agreements with the users and the plurality of mobile asset sources to conduct 
transactions of the available mobile assets.. 



26. 



The system of claim 24 wherein one of the plurality of user computers is used 
by one of the plurality of mobile asset sources to make a mobile asset available. 
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27. The system of claim 24 wherein the plurality of mobile asset sources include 
trucking rental companies. 

28. The system of claim 24 wherein the plurality of mobile asset sources further 
include trucking companies that make available mobile assets on a rental basis. 

5 29. The system of claim 24 wherein the data center comprising a computer for 
determining the availability of each mobile asset. 

30. The system of claim 24 wherein the users and the plurality of mobile asset 
sources efficiently manage the available mobile assets by conducting 
10 transactions including rental transactions and exchanges. 



The system of claim 24 wherein the intermediary business entity automates 
recurring rental transactions and exchanges between a common long-term user 
and a mobile asset source. 



15 32. The system of claim 24 wherein the intermediary business entity comprises a 
^s^er for providing the communication link to the plurality of user computers 
through the network. 



3 3 . The system of claim 24 wherein the intermediary business entity further 
comprises a memory for storing a record of transactions. 



20 34. 



The system of claim 33 wherein the intermediary business entity determines a 
rental charge of a mobile asset based on the record of transactions and the 
agreement. 
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The system of claim 33 wherein the intermediary business entity determines the 
transaction balance of a mobile asset source based on the record of transactions. 

The system of claim 33 wherein the intermediary business entity determines the 
transaction balance of a user based on the record of transactions. 



